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Presidential candidates come to Indiana
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor
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Senator Hillary Clinton speaks at a rally in Kokomo on
Sunday.

Last weekend, I had the opportunity to cover two presidential campaign events for
The Echo: a town hall meeting
with Sen. Barack Obama (DIll.) in Kokomo and a rally with
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
(D-N.Y.) in Fort Wayne.
The two candidates are visiting Indiana in advance of the
state’s primary Tuesday.
Since neither candidate has
won a majority of available delegates to the Democratic National Convention in August,
the campaign has continued
much longer than expected.
This means Indiana is getting
its first chance to view presidential candidates up close and
personal in four decades.
The Obama event took place
inside Kokomo High School’s
non-air-conditioned Memorial
Gymnasium on an unseasonably warm day, creating tem-

TU sociology students seek
urban exposure in Chicago
By Jordyn Kight
Contributor
“As of this moment, you are
poor.”
These seven words topped
the single informative paper
given to 10 Taylor sociology
students prior to their trip to
Chicago last weekend.
The words became a reality
when the students participated
in a four-day poverty stimulation experience called “Urban
Exposure,” which took place
across inner-city Chicago.
The majority of student participants are members of the
Community and Urban Affairs
sociology class taught by Professor Michael Jessup.
Having the students grasp
the sociological and cultural
forces of the inner city was part
of the goal of the weekend, Jessup said.
“I want the students … also to
know, in a much deeper sense,
what it means to love justice
and walk humbly,” he said.
The exposure involved several rules meant to push students
away from “normal” living.
Each student was allowed
only four items to keep with
them the whole weekend.
For the first three items stu-

dents commonly chose a pillow,
sleeping bag and toothbrush.
For the last item, every person
selected one item to share collectively with the group, such as
a Bible, deodorant, toothpaste
or a towel.
The students also traded
their personal clothing in for a
“new” thrift-store outfit, which
they did not change the entire
weekend. In addition, showering was not allowed.
One group of students took
the city’s elevated subway to a
museum honoring blacks before heading to Oak Park – one
of the richest parts of Chicago
– to beg for money.
Collectively, the group made
$3.18, which paid for each of
them to get a cheeseburger at
McDonald’s.
The second group went to
Chinatown with $8 to purchase
an item with the hopes of reselling it in the high-end shopping
district on Michigan Avenue to
make money for lunch.
After they experienced the
two drastically different sides of
the city, group members went
to the lower level of Wacker Avenue in search of a place to stay
for the night.
“(On Michigan Avenue), we
were treated as though we were

peratures seemingly in excess
of 80 degrees. In contrast, the
outdoor Clinton event one day
later was quite frigid, with supporters bundled in winter coats
and fleece blankets.
“We’re hearty – you’ve got to
give us that,” one Clinton volunteer said.
Both candidates attempted
to play up their regional knowledge. Obama came armed with
employment statistics for Kokomo. Clinton emphasized
her longtime friendship with
U.S. Senator and former Indiana Governor Evan Bayh, who
helped introduce her to the Fort
Wayne crowd.
Obama took the opportunity
to go after his opponents on
both sides of the political aisle.
“I opposed this war in Iraq
in 2002. I was right,” he said.
“Those who voted for it, like
Hillary Clinton and John McCain, were wrong.”
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See Presidents, Page 2.

Senator Barack Obama speaks in Harrisburg, Pa., on Sunday,
March 30.

Justice in a box

Photo by Ellen Koch

Students rise at 7 a.m. Thursday morning for daily praise and worship during Taylor's Social Justice Week.
Global Outreach is responsible for putting together the event to raise social awareness among the Taylor
community. Taylor students use cardboard boxes to create “homes” on the lawn between Nussbaum Science Center and Reade Liberal Arts Center.
invisible. People would completely ignore us, or they would
look and just walk on by,” freshman Annie Nelson said. “I did
find some comfort in those who
actually would look me in the
eye and say, ‘No, thank you.’ At
least then I was treated as if I
were a human being.”
The third and final group visited a predominantly Hispanic

neighborhood to experience the
life of an undocumented immigrant. The group had the task
of imitating the actions of most
destitute immigrants. They
stood outside The Home Depot
and pushed carts for people to
make some small change for
lunch.
Junior Jacob Cramer’s most
humbling experience was ask-

ing a woman for money, he
said.
“She immediately took two
steps back and looked at me like
I was the scum of the earth,”
Cramer said.
To finish out the weekend, the
groups went to an immersion
night with Emmaus Ministries,
a ministry focused on reaching
out to gay prostitutes. The stu-

dents spent time just hanging
out with the men, starting casual conversations and building
relationships.
“I saw beauty and justice in
places I least expected,” senior
Brittany Rood said. “I also saw
hurting people and loneliness
where it seemed they would not
be. I guess the hard part is reconciling the two extremes.”

Class of 2012 sports higher male SAT scores, wealthier students

Admissions in discussion about ending interview requirement to prepare for increased enrollment
By Chrissie Thompson
Editor in Chief
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Sophomore Jaclyn Fehlhaber and junior Matt Schooler give prospective students and their families a tour of campus. Around 470 prospectives have committed to attend Taylor next year.

News

The most recent counts put
the incoming freshman class at
470 students, Associate Director of Admissions Kenneth Taylor said, adding one of the class’
distinguishing features is male
students with higher test scores
than female students.
While Vision 2016 calls for
increasing Taylor’s enrollment
to 2,400 students, admissions
had not expected to increase
enrollment substantially this
year, instead aiming for a class
of 490 students, Taylor said.
Still, the department is discussing changes in the application process to accommodate
additional students, Taylor
said, including possibly ending
the interview requirement.

“It may be (that there is) a
better way of trying to figure
out what goes on in a student’s
life besides an interview,” Taylor said. “Are there things we
could ask you on an application
that could maybe better get at
a question? Because you can
look a person in the eye and ask
them about their faith, and they
may tell you something that
they heard all their life from
their parents and their church,
but it may not really be who
that person is.’ ”
As another way to increase
enrollment, the admissions
department has created a new
recruiter position to focus on
students from Indiana, Taylor
said.
Out of the students coming
next year, average SAT scores
are a few points higher than

those of this year’s freshmen,
while ACT scores are about the
same. But within the Class of
2012, males scored on average
30 points higher than females
on the math portion of the SAT
and 13 points higher on the
reading portion.
“Usually you have more females applying than males,”
Taylor said, “but the males that
(did) apply are stronger.”
Next year’s freshman class
also contains wealthier students on average, Taylor said,
with the average expected family contribution being $4,000
more than this year’s freshman
class.
The number of students who
did not fill out a FAFSA financial aid form increased by about
one-fourth.

See Students, Page 2.
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TU seniors carry on the 54year-old Taylathon tradition
By Benita Lee
Staff Writer

Taylor’s ﬁrst Heritage Weekend included a 54-year veteran
of Taylor culture: Taylathon.
The bicycle race, organized
by Inter-Class Council, goes
along the sidewalks in the
middle of campus. Riders pass
the moving bikes to their teammates after each lap until the
race is over.
Teams consist of eight male
or female participants from
each class. The men’s teams
complete 48 laps and the women’s teams 32 laps. Ofﬁcials
give out penalties when riders
cut corners, get off the bike too
early or get on the bike too late.
Senior rider Liz Tien, who
has participated in Taylathon
all four of her years at Taylor,
said the tradition brings people
together.
“It’s such a good community builder,” she said. “(It) has
been really fun getting to know
the other riders.”
“I really enjoyed the race
because all our hard work was
ﬁnally being paid off,” sopho-

more rider Kendra Heim said.
“It’s also really encouraging
to be cheered on by all (my)
friends and the rest of Taylor.”
In the women’s race, the seniors claimed ﬁrst place and
freshmen came in second, followed by the sophomores and
the juniors.
For the men’s race, the seniors once again came in ﬁrst,
followed by the freshmen and
then the juniors, with the sophomores ﬁnishing the race.
Despite his team’s last-place
ﬁnish, sophomore rider Ben
Anderson said the event fosters
a “great spirit of competition.”
“I think that everyone involved … is really interested in
having a good time and honoring God with a long-standing
tradition that brings the school
together,” he said.
The races featured much
shouting and cheering amidst
numerous injuries, as some riders struggled with their transitions.
As the race progressed, announcers gave out random facts
about the riders while playing songs like ‘Bicycle Race’ by

Queen.
Training for Taylathon is no
easy task, riders say. They rise
early in the morning to avoid
the risk of colliding with people
on the sidewalks. But they all
agree the hard work is worth it.
“There’s something special
about waking up at the crack of
dawn that bonds you with the
other riders out there,” sophomore rider Melesa McEwan
said. “Taylathon is kind of like
this little known secret of Taylor; not many people do it, but
those who do love it.”
Freshman rider Morgan Emery said he plans to race next
year, even though his team did
not win.
“Coming in second place was
a privilege. The other teams
were so great, and it was fun to
compete next to them,” he said.
“This is one of my favorite Taylor activities. Where else can
you watch people ﬂy through
the air or tumble across the
pavement for fun?”
The freshman men’s team
started practicing in the ﬁrst
weeks of April, freshman rider
Michael Strand said.
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Senior Grant Robinson recovers the bike from Senior Cam Brennan after an incomplete transition during Saturday’s race.

New apartments to offer sufﬁcient parking, close community
Emily Moore
Contributor

The new apartments on the
corner of Reade Avenue and
Third Street should have nearly

a 1-to-1 student-to-parkingspace ratio, administrators say.
A small parking lot, currently in use by construction workers, has been built to the north
of the 60-person apartment

complex. The university plans
to build a larger parking lot on
the corner of Third Street and
West Wright Avenue, where the
Taylor guesthouse stands, said
Ron Sutherland, vice president

Allison Chen
Graduate Student

for business and ﬁnance.
The guesthouse, a two-bedroom house with a living room
and a kitchen, is normally available for rent from the university by prospective students or
other visiting families, but it
will not be available for rent after graduation. Administrators
have decided to point Taylor
visitors toward the hotels along
I-69, Sutherland said.
Demolition of the guesthouse is planned for this summer, he said. The university has
planned for about 59 parking
spaces, Sutherland said.
“We’re still ﬁnalizing how it
all lays out, but the intent was
to have nearly one for one with
the number of students living in

(the apartments),” he said.
The university has yet to announce the name of the new
complex, but administrators
will soon recommend a name to
the advancement committee of
the board of trustees, Vice President for University Advancement Ben Sells said.
The new apartments’ location should allow students the
independence they say they
enjoy while living off campus,
while keeping them closer to
campus, as students have said
they wanted.
In addition, residence life
staff members are working on
new ways of connecting the offcampus students to the Taylor
community, while still respect-

ing them as upperclassmen, Director of Residence Life Steve
Morley said.
“We want to be able to treat
the upperclassmen as they
should be … maturing more and
having their own life,” Morley
said. “We’re looking forward
to building another sense of
community among upperclassmen.”
The new apartment complex,
estimated to be complete in
June, is an effort to move people out of Fairlane Apartments,
Sutherland said.
Administrators plan to separate Taylor from the Fairlane
complex entirely, which may
involve either selling the property or having it torn down.

News Brief
Klouda not appealIng ruling

Biblical Studies Professor Sheri Klouda is not
appealing the dismissal of her lawsuit against
her former employer, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, her attorney said.
Klouda would rather focus on scholarship
and family than interact with the seminary and
its president, the Rev. Paige Patterson, said her
attorney, Cindy Olson Bourland.
A federal judge had ruled Klouda served a
“ministerial function” at the church-run school,

which she claims dismissed her because of
her gender, so the court had no legal jurisdiction over her breach-of-contract suit, the judge
said.
“We believe the court was wrong and that the
seminary ... used religion to hide blatant gender discrimination by claiming that Dr. Klouda
was a ‘minister’ under the law,” Bourland said.
“This suit was never about compensation – it
was about equality. We believe that higher justice will be served to all parties one day.”

President, from page 1
and also engage the culture with a distinctly Christian worldview. The Counseling
program at Grace College equips me with a strong Biblically-based foundation.
The nationally recognized CACREP Accreditation allows me to obtain a
state-issued license in Mental Health Counseling. These two benefits and a strong
recommendation from a recent graduate made Grace College’s M.A. in
Counseling an excellent choice for me!
A glimpse of Grace:
t

M.A. in Counseling t M.A. in Interpersonal Relations t Scripturally Based
t Focused on each student’s personal & spiritual growth

GRADUATE SCHOOL
IN COUNSELING AND
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS

Web site: www.grace.edu

E-mail: macslg@grace.edu t Telephone: 1-800-54-GRACE, ext. 6397
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, Indiana 46590

t

CACREP Accreditation The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP), a specialized accrediting body, recognized
by the Council for Higher Education (CHEA), has granted accreditation for the M.A. in Counseling Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Grace College.

News

Though she never mentioned
Obama by name, Clinton assured followers she was the best
person to deal with Iraq.
“I will be the commanderin-chief who will lead us out of
Iraq in a responsible way,” she
said.
Despite the differences between the two Democratic candidates, the individuals I talked
to were happy to see both of
these political heavyweights
and thrilled to have their state
at the center of the political universe.
“I’m going to hear what (Clinton) has to say, and if Obama
comes to Fort Wayne, I would
like to come hear him also,”
said a woman named Aimee before Clinton took the stage.
Dana Harris, who hails from
Kankakee, Ill., said she decided to bring her family to the
Obama rally while visiting relatives in Kokomo.

“I am very excited,” she said.
“We wanted to bring our son,
because I told him, ‘You can tell
your kids about this.’ ”
Several college students,
including some from Taylor
University, also attended the
candidates’ local events this
weekend.
And both candidates expressed concerns that the government is not doing enough to
help with the high costs of a college education.
They each offered a plan that
would provide money for tuition in exchange for community service.
Obama also stressed that
non-traditional students be given the same attention as those
seeking four-year degrees.
The economy has been at the
center of political debate for
several months now, and both
Obama and Clinton attempted
to provide a plan for economic

growth.
“My campaign is about jobs,
jobs, jobs,” Clinton said, while
Obama admitted, “Not all the
jobs are going to come back.
We’ve got to train people for the
jobs of the future.”
The candidates also took the
opportunity to connect the nation’s high gas prices with President George W. Bush and Vice
President Dick Cheney, both of
whom have worked in the oil
business. Some of the biggest
cheers at both events came after
negative comments mentioning
the outgoing president.
Clinton grew most passionate
when speaking about the problems facing the nation’s health
care system.
“I am tired of health insurance companies deciding who
lives and dies,” she said. “There
is no alternative except for us to
create a universal health care
system.”

Students, from page 1
The new class also has fewer
athletes than usual, Taylor said.
Football recruiting numbers are
especially down, partially because of the program’s several

losing seasons, he said.
“We’re very disappointed
with our athletic numbers,” Taylor said. “We’ll expect coaches
to do more recruiting.”

Coaches, not the admissions
department, are responsible for
the bulk of recruiting for athletes considered able to play
NAIA sports, Taylor said.
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Getting over the guilt trip

BY EMILY BOWERMAN
CONTRIBUTOR
BY AUDRA GUSTIN
WORLD EDITOR

Africa
Zimbabwe- After weeks of
waiting, the electoral commission has conﬁrmed opposition
candidate Morgan Tsvangirai
won the presidential election,
but he remains 2 percent short
of the 50 percent needed to win
without a runoff.
Mozambique- Amnesty International released a report criticizing the nation’s police force
for its frequent use of lethal force
with almost no accountability.
The country has rogue police ofﬁcers who torture and kill at will,
authorities said.
Americas
United States- The military
launched an early morning missile strike in Somalia, aiming for
al-Qaida operatives. The main
hit was the house of the Islamist
military leader in charge of much
of Somalia, Aden Hashi Ayro.
Argentina- Ofﬁcials have
sought the extradition of former President Isabel Peron from
Spain on charges of human rights
abuses. Argentina claims Peron
supported a right-wing paramilitary group that kidnapped more
than 1,500 citizens that spoke
out against the government in
the 1970s. The Spanish National
Court rejected the request, citing
insufﬁcient evidence.
Asia
Afghanistan- President Hamid Karzai survived a Taliban
assassination attempt early this
week. Militants opened ﬁre on
the president and other ofﬁcials
during a ceremony commemorating the 1989 end of the Soviet
occupation.
East Timor- Rebel leader
Gastao Salsinha and 11 of his
followers laid down their arms
this week and surrendered after
several days of private negotiations with state ofﬁcials. Earlier
this year, the rebels attempted to
assassinate the president of the
newly independent nation. This
is hailed as the end of the rebellion that began in 2006.
Europe
Germany- Historians are calling for the publication of Adolf
Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf” in
German. The work has been
banned in Germany since World
War II; however, the book becomes public domain in 2015.
Historians claim an authorized, annotated version of the
work which places it in its historical context serves as the
best way to prevent right-wing
groups from using the work to
promote racism.

Photo provided by David Ridenour

Taylor alumnus David Ridenour, who is studying business as
missions in China, poses with Chinese friends outside a traditional Chinese building. Ridenour fellowships with Chinese and
foreign Christians as part of his year-long stint in Tianjin.

BAM hits China
BY ALLISON HAMPTON
CONTRIBUTOR
BAM.
Traditionally a ﬁght word
in comic books, BAM now has
a new meaning through the
growing movement of business
as missions, which 2007 Taylor
graduate David Ridenour is exploring in Tianjin, China.
BAM involves “subjecting every business decision, policy
and practice to the biblical values of stewardship, reconciliation, justice, dignity and peace,”
according to Wheaton College’s
Business as Mission Working
Group.
Rather than seeing business
as simply a way to fund missions, BAM “views business as
a primary institution to holistically serve peoples’ needs in a
way that demonstrates the reality of God,” the organization
says.
For Ridenour, who has a degree in business management,
the idea of business as mission
struck a chord.
At the InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship conference at the
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana in 2006, Ridenour attended a seminar about
the possibilities of using business as missions to minister to
China. Inspired by the topic,
he began talking with students
whose parents worked in the
country.
By August 2007, Ridenour
was living in Tianjin, studying
the language and spending time
with Christian brothers and sisters.
He has had the opportunity
to go on several trips around
the country to see how different
Christians have been involved
in business.
“There are so many opportunities when it comes to business

and English teaching over here,
and it’s amazing to see how God
is using people from all over
the world here to make contributions to his body,” Ridenour
said.
He was surprised by the number of connections to Taylor
that he found in the Chinese
Christian community.
“I can … give testimony to
the fact that all my friends and
many other believers here have
heard of Taylor so many times
from people coming here that
they think it’s some huge university in the States sending
people all over the world!” Ridenour said.
While attending Taylor, Ridenour went on several short
term mission trips and spent a
semester in Lithuania.
“My passion for the world,
which began growing at Taylor and was enhanced by times
abroad, continues to sustain me
in my times over here,” he said.
Because he is in the country
with a student visa, Ridenour is
not allowed to work to support
himself and so is ﬁnancially
dependent on the donations of
friends and family.
Ridenour plans to stay in China until August and then move
to Minneapolis to begin a career
in logistics.
Eventually, he would like to
ﬁnd a way to be more involved
in BAM, in China or wherever
God leads him.
Currently, he is viewing his
time in China as an opportunity
to better understand the global
nature of God’s kingdom.
Ridenour encourages students to really wrestle with how
to integrate their faith into their
work. They need to openly discuss how to be the best businessmen and women possible
without compromising their
love for God and others, he
said.

“Now ﬁnish your vegetables
and don’t complain. Don’t you
know starving children in Africa would give anything just to
have your lima beans?”
It’s the classic mother-indoctrinated guilt trip.
At evangelical, world-reaching Taylor, of course, it’s a tad
more sophisticated.
Don’t you know how many
people are suffering from AIDS,
hunger, abuse, malaria, homelessness, lack of clean water,
legal and religious oppression,
neglect, racism, illiteracy, slavery, spiritual domination, extreme poverty, discrimination,
human trafﬁcking, sexism …
The list goes on.
The unreached, untouched,
unloved.
This is Social Justice Week,
which could be mistaken as
Taylor’s endorsement of the
guilt trip.
How dare we be so blessed, so
careless, so wasteful.
That’s what a lot of us hear –
and so we dip into our pockets
to assuage the little voice in our
ears telling us we can never do
enough, so ignorance is bliss.
We ride the guilt trip.
“Guilt,” Taylor alumna and
Jackson State University Professor Michelle Deardorff said
in her talk last week, “is a useless emotion.”

Michael Hontz
Grace Seminary
Student

After considering many
conservative seminaries,

I decided upon Grace Theological Seminary with its rich history and strong
reputation for academic excellence. Financing my education was also important,
so Grace’s comparatively low cost per credit hour and the relatively low cost of
living in and around the college’s community made my choice even easier.

Biblically Rooted

t

Culturally Sensitive

Academically Excellent

t

t

Ministry Focused

Spiritually Transforming

M.A., M.Div., D.Min.
programs in Intercultural
Studies, and M.A.
Local Church Ministry
(distance education)

Middle East

World

So we do just enough to make
us feel better and then let ourselves become distracted again.
It is harder for our hearts to
be touched than our pockets.
This, of course, is why guilt
works. It motivates action, but
not deep, abiding dedication or
change.
Why is this an international
issue?
Because this kind of guilt
characterizes so much of our
international
understanding
and reaction to the world.
As junior Norah Langat pointed out in her speech last week
during International Mosaic
night, when people think of Africa and “third-world countries”
they think only in terms of aid,
doing just enough to make it
better.
With such a focus, we completely miss the fact that the
world has just as much, if not
more, to give us.
If you are going to give, do it
not only joyfully, but out of a
heart of gratitude.
God has blessed us materially, and we should embrace that,
realizing we have not earned or
even deserved it.
The suffering around us is not
meant to make us feel guilty for
our abundance, but gracious in
the giving.
If you are going to give, don’t
just give money. Invest a little
part of yourself: your time, your
attention, your memory.
Ask questions to the informed,
look into the faces of the suffering and let your heart feel their
hurt for more than a ﬂeeting
moment.
Appreciate the fact that in
their suffering, they may have
more than a little to give you.

A glimpse of Grace:

Russia- Additional peacekeeping troops have been sent to the
border of the Georgian province
of Abkhazia this week. Abkhazia
is attempting to achieve independence. Russia has assisted
the separatists, action Georgia
has termed military aggression.

Iran- President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is discussing building
a gas pipeline from Iran to India
and Pakistan. While the U.S.
strongly opposes a deal between
the two nations and Iran, some
observers believe the pipeline
may reduce tensions between
the three nations.

She was referring to white
guilt, the racially based discomfort white people feel when they
realize the unfair advantage
they have enjoyed their whole
lives simply due to the color of
their skin.
As she is currently a white
professor of political science
at a predominately black institution in Mississippi, I tend to
give weight to her assessment.
But I believe the logistics of
white guilt apply in this case,
which is more like wealthy,
Western, American guilt.
As the privileged and secure,
when faced with pictures of suffering and poverty we become
stricken in the face of our own
luxury.
We have iPods and computers and cell phones and cars
and wardrobes of clothes, and
we attend a university – and
we see people who don’t have
enough food to eat, enough justice to triumph over oppression,
enough education to fully grasp
the poverty of their positions.
And so we feel guilt, because
at some point, we look into another’s suffering face and think,
“That could be me.” And we
don’t know why it isn’t.
“To whom much is given, from
him much will be required.”
We reach into our pockets to
justify our own wealth – because if we give some of it away,
then we can feel better about
having it.
Guilt is a useless emotion.
Guilt is self-serving, Deardorff said. Its purpose is to relieve our own consciences over
the obvious abundance of pain
and evil in the world. We can’t
stand to look at it too long because it overwhelms us.

Photo provided by David Ridenour

David Ridenour (right) joins fellow 2007 graduate Chris Fink
astride the Great Wall.

Web site: gts.grace.edu

E-mail: gtsrec@grace.edu t Telephone: 800-54-Grace x 6435
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, IN 46590
t
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Participants in the Homecoming 5K take off at the beginning of the race.

Sophomore Josh Gates chips onto the green during practice.

Freshman Felipe Bedon celebrates after scoring a point.

Junior Paige Rudolph and sophomore Bethany Ballard watch as
the ball goes out of bounds.

Freshman Kyle Cassidy receives the baton from freshman teammate Bryan
Allingham during the 1600-meter relay race.

Junior Chad Reynolds throws down a dunk at the end of a game against Indiana Wesleyan
University.

Professor Bill Heth shouts for joy after winning a tricycle race held at the volleyball game
versus Indiana Wesleyan University.

Junior Travis Smith gets pumped up during the football team's game against Marian College.

Sophomore doubles partners Kaiti Marsh and Kristin Goeke discuss strategy
between games.

Taylor sports: the best photos of THE YEAR
photos by Timmy Huynh

Senior Bryan Miller goes airborne for a corner kick in the game against Bethel College.

Senior Emilie York prepares to tip the ball during the game against
Bethel College.

Life & Times

Junior Daniel Cox prepares to end the crowd’s silence as he shoots for the 10th point at Silent Night.

The volleyball team celebrates after a win over Huntington University in the post season.

Senior Christian Leman races to the finish during the cross country
team’s first home meet.
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‘Expelled’ is intelligently designed
BY JOSH KENNEDY
LIFE & TIMES EDITOR
AND KENDRA HEIM
CONTRIBUTOR
In all our years of schooling,
we never wanted to be expelled a
second time – until now.
Ben Stein’s latest ﬂick, “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed,”
whips up a comical pursuit of
the truth about America’s educational freedom.
The 90-minute documentary
follows Stein around the globe as
he talks with noted professors,
theologians, scholars, doctors
and other members of the academic community who spent a
lot of time in school.
His quest focuses on the scientiﬁc question of intelligent
design. The complex nature of
the ﬁlm’s progression is far too
grand to explain here in this little article, but we will say something: Everyone and his or her
mother needs to see this ﬁlm.
“Expelled” is not a ﬁlm masterpiece by any means. Despite
its poor audio quality, awkward
camera shots and choppy editing, the ﬁlm redeems itself with
numerous scenes with aesthetic
appeal enough to make Bob Ross
even happier. Stein’s humor balances out the ﬁlm’s rather dark
overtones, and random quirky
clips throughout the ﬁlm add a
humorous edge.

By being informed of the lies in
Darwinism, Christians are able
to stand on a solid foundation in
the argument of allowing intelligent design into the classroom.
Stein’s documentary cleanly
covers both sides of the argument – the ﬁlmmakers deﬁnitely
did their research. “Expelled” reveals both angles of the argument
and allows the viewer to draw his
or her own conclusions.
In the end, Stein’s decision to
“let freedom ring” and his goal
to unveil these hidden lies about
Darwinism leave a positive taste
in the viewer’s psyche while also
creating an insatiable urge to inform others about these lies.
Go. Tell the world about the
holes in Darwin’s theory of evolution. Shouldn’t everyone be
informed of the intelligent designer who actually created the
world around us?
Photo courtesy of expelledthemovie.com

Movie Rating: 8 out of 10

Ben Stein created a documentary entitled “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” to reveal the unspoken wall between scientists supporting intelligent design and the theory of evolution.

The content of the ﬁlm is heavy
– dealing with people’s worldviews – and allows viewers to see
the dark reality that is the world
of science today. Numerous interviews with decorated professors and scholars reveal haunting belief systems at the core of
modern science.
Structured around the argu-

ment that the slightest possibility
exists for intelligent design in the
universe (not God, mind you, but
perhaps some other high-level
being), Stein’s questions nag at
the core of modern Darwinists,
asking them to reveal why they
believe what they do.
The majority of the Darwinists
interviewed couldn’t give a solid

explanation as to why they believe what they do, but they had
much to say about creationists
and how “silly, stupid, mythological and boring” the idea of a
creator is.
The 90-minute banter sheds
light on some of the darkest corners in American education.
This is where you come in.

We implore you to see this eyeopening ﬁlm. We’ve been given
the opportunity to change the
direction of American education
– or at least expose it for what it
is. We Christians need to step out
in faith by spreading this truth
to campuses around the United
States, so the truth eventually
reaches the scientiﬁc realm.

Band’s odd new sound has ‘Disco’ fans in a panic
BY DAVID YURKANIN
CONTRIBUTOR
“You don’t have to worry, ’cause
we’re still the same band.”
This is one of the ﬁrst lines
Panic! at the Disco lead singer
Brendon Urie sings on the band’s
latest release, “Pretty. Odd.” But
his statement couldn’t be farther
from the truth.
In the most controversial move
within the music industry since
The Monkees decided they would
become actual musicians, the
quartet from Las Vegas ditched
its exclamation point and the
teenie-bopper ways from “A
Fever You Can’t Sweat Out” (allegedly written by Fall Out Boy),
and started to cover The Beatles’
“Eleanor Rigby” at their shows.
This apparent transformational throwback became obvious
upon the band’s latest release.
“Pretty. Odd.” is riddled with

The Beatles’ inﬂuence, so much
the band traveled to London’s
famed Abbey Road Studios for
recording.
What makes this album good,
and possibly great, could also be
its downfall:
It is in every way, shape and
form a Beatles album. From the
gritty guitar intro of “She’s a
Handsome Woman” to the theatrics of “Nine in the Afternoon”
– a la “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band” – each of the
album’s shining moments seem
to be knockoffs of the band’s
1960s counterpart.
This presents a problem. Anyone who is a fan of this style of
music is most deﬁnitely a fan of
the Beatles, and any self-respecting Beatles fan will recognize this
album’s unoriginality.
On the other hand, a listener
not accustomed to this genre
will react one of two ways: hate

it, which is what I suspect the
band’s preteen female following
will do, or listen to it just because
it is a Panic! album.
The odd part about “Odd” is
that it is not overly unique within
the broad scope of the music industry.
Many albums similar to this
one are considered classics,
and in some instances they are
among the best albums of all
time. So, in that sense, this has
been done before.
But a great deal of time has
passed since the last album of
this kind, and that makes “Odd”
one of the more unique sounding
“mainstream” albums in a while.
The fact of the matter is if Panic!
had written “Pretty. Odd.” in the
’60s, connoisseurs would rank
it with “Sgt. Peppers” as a great
album, but since it isn’t 1967,
and people don’t routinely walk
around dressed as if they were

in a marching band, the album
loses a lot of respect.
With the popularity of the album’s ﬁrst single – “Nine in the
Afteroon” – and other upbeat
songs like “That Green Gentleman,” the band obviously reaches a broader spectrum of listeners than with its debut album.
Perhaps all those 40-somethings are enjoying this blast
from the past, or perhaps I may
have underestimated the musical
competency of millions of swooning, pre-pubescent girls.
Whatever the reason, we may
see ourselves 40 years from now
looking back at this album as one
of the best of our time.
Then again, we may also have
endured 40 years of Panic! cover
bands and grown so sick of hearing “Nine in the Afternoon” on
classic rock stations that we may
not care at all.

Photo courtesy of panicatthedisco.com

“Pretty. Odd.” is Panic! At the Disco’s second album, after the
hugely successful debut album, “A Fever You Can’t Sweat Out.”

Floor Plan draws up the blueprints for success
BY CARRIE BRAGG
MUSIC EDITOR
Three weeks ago, a Marionborn band fed a crowd of 3,000
at Indiana Wesleyan’s Friday
Night Live.
The band is known as Floor
Plan, a name inspired by one
of the member’s childhood
dreams.
“He created ﬂoor plans for the
houses of yard gnomes,” band
guitarist and keyboardist Caleb
Swyers said of his twin brother,
Kegan. “We just went with it.”
Kegan writes the lyrics and is
the voice behind this rap / indie
collaboration.
The twins’ older brother Drew,
22, serves as the group’s bassist
and adds originality to the sound
through the use of bells.
The brothers grew up in Marion and moved to Siloam Springs,
Ark., three years ago, where they
now attend John Brown University.
Fourth member and drummer
Christian Koons is a good friend
and fellow former Indiana native.
“We wanted a drummer in the
band, and we had been good
friends with Christian for a
while, so it ﬁt perfectly to have
him in the band,” Caleb said.
A senior at Siloam Springs

A&E

High School, Koons has visited
Taylor’s campus, but remains
undecided about where to attend college.
The foursome began playing
music together about a year ago.
Now, Floor Plan’s debut album,
“Spitting Smoke,” can be purchased on iTunes.
“When we ﬁrst started, we
were just trying to make music
that we enjoyed listening to and
playing,” Caleb said.
Now, the band members hope
to hit it big, but will continue to
play together in any case, Caleb
said.
“We’re just trying to make a
different style of music and show
that rap can be more than what it
is,” Caleb said.
“Spitting Smoke” doubles as
the title of the album’s second
track and touches on the effects of
technology and “scientists trying
to play God and the apocalypse,”
Caleb said. “We tried to make this
one sound really technological,
like machines working.”
Each track on the album introduces a new grasp on rap in
conjunction with what the band
refers to as “a trip-hop band” for
the beat-inspired tripping and
hopping they perform on stage.
For an alternative description
of the band’s unique blend, refer

to Floor Plan’s MySpace page,
where the group professes to
sound like “Pink Floyd and Jay-Z
had a love child, and one of them
cheated with Radiohead.”
Innovative in both verbiage
(like in the above description)

and sound, the group’s imaginative album artwork, created by
friend John Spriggs, is also viewable on the MySpace page.
The page also offers a look at
the animated music video for the
album’s ﬁrst track, “Lemon,” a

Photo courtesy of myspace.com

Floor Plan’s debut album, “Spitting Smoke,” is available at the
iTunes Music Store.

song Caleb admits was “the last
song to be written for the album”
and describes as “sort of a ﬂuke.”
“We just wanted to make another song for the album, and it
took the least amount of time,” he
said. “It’s about growing up.”
Fans of the band can also listen
to the song that “started it all.”
The eighth track of 10, “Boots”
alludes to Boots Street in Marion.
“It started with the guitar riff,
which (Kegan and I) both hated
at ﬁrst, and somehow it just
came together,” Caleb said.
Floor Plan performed these
and other tracks from the album at the popular Friday Night
Live show at IWU while wearing
jumpsuits in what was the band’s
“biggest gig yet.”
The band performs primarily
at local gigs, Caleb said.
“We do a lot of shows in our
area mostly on weekends,” because they all attend school during the week, Caleb said. “Those
can be anywhere from 150
(people) to playing for the other
bands and the workers.”
Floor Plan also performed in
the new band showcase at the
Cornerstone Music Festival last
summer.
Floor Plan is able to play venues simply by asking. Serving as

the band’s booking agent, Caleb
admitted that “a lot of times, I’ll
have to ask a lot before they’ll
give us a chance (to play).”
But once the band is in, it
proves deserving.
“Most of our shows we get really good responses from the audience, other bands and owners,”
Caleb said. “That’s very uplifting, especially because we play
with so many different styles of
music.”
And the band will continue
to make an impression at various gigs while simultaneously
working on an extended play, or
pre-release, for a second album,
which Caleb said band members
“hope will be done soon.”
Until then, “Trip,” “Hop,”
“Live,” and “Drums” – as the
four are listed on their MySpace
page – will continue to perfect
their distinctive style at the Swyers’ home in Siloam Springs.
“Our parents love listening to
us make noise for hours,” Caleb
joked.
For more information about
Floor Plan and its inventive music fusion, you can look the band
up on Facebook and MySpace,
watch its “Lemon” music video on YouTube and purchase
its album “Spitting Smoke” on
iTunes.

O
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Taylor discusses student drinking
M ay 2, 2008

By Kat McKeon
Columnist
First of all, I want to thank and
congratulate Chrissie Thompson
and Kim Rupp for writing about
such a glossed-over issue on Taylor’s campus.
I’m in admiration of their candor and that of those being interviewed. The issue of Taylor
students’ drinking, especially
drinking that takes place on campus, needs to be addressed.
Since I have a regular spot on
the Opinions page of The Echo
anyway, I thought I’d exercise
what little power this gives me
and add my two cents.
It disappoints me that so many
students blatantly go against the
pledge they made when they
signed the Life Together Covenant. I’m not talking about the
people who have a beer on their
21st birthday or a glass of wine

with their family on Thanksgiving. I’m talking about those
who habitually and chronically
seek out alcohol and the “party
scene.”
I like the point that the article
made about upperclassmen as
role models. I think we as upperclassmen often forget how much
freshmen look to us as those who
know what they’re doing, especially in regard to life at Taylor.
I’m not against drinking in general, so I can understand complaints like, “I’m 21 and legal, so
why can’t I drink?” At the same
time, we knew what the LTC said
before we accepted our invitations to attend Taylor.
The LTC hasn’t changed – it’s
always been illegal to drink while
you’re a student here. Setting
aside the issue of students whose
parents pressure them to come
here, if drinking is important to
you and you couldn’t give it up for
a year or so (from 21 until graduation), then maybe you should
have chosen a different school.
I also like the point the article
made about a large source of the
drinking problem coming from
students on athletic teams. I’m

aware of the temptation to bring
in students who can excel on our
sports teams, but we also need to
consider the Christian community at Taylor, which should be
a higher priority. Even at many
secular schools, athletes who are
caught drinking are kicked off the
team. But after talking to some of
my friends on sports teams, Taylor doesn’t seem to enforce such
a policy.
That being said, I have to agree
with the point President Eugene
Habecker made during Monday’s chapel. Rather than looking
to the Taylor administration, faculty and university policy as the
source of blame for this issue, we
should encourage the students
who drink to take responsibility
for their actions.
As Habecker said, this is a character issue. The university is not
driving students to the bottle.
I was particularly disappointed
in what one student was quoted
as saying: “(Students) don’t have
anyone to help them grow.” In
our standard Friday lunchtime
Echo discussion, this quote is
what stuck out most to students.
No offense to the student who

said this, but unless people are
sitting in their rooms all day and
not talking to roommates, personnel assistants, discipleship
assistants, discipleship coordinators or hall directors, let alone
professors, classmates or any
number of the other leaders on
campus, I find this impossible.
I agree with the biblical model
of confrontation and burden
bearing, but I don’t agree with
the claim in the article that “nondrinkers must stop the problem.”
Yes, we must be nonjudgmental
and willing to confront students
who are drinking, but again,
these are students who are willingly, knowingly and repeatedly
breaking the rules.
We have to be willing to do
the hard thing and confront our
peers, but we also shouldn’t have
to babysit them. Those involved
in the drinking scene at Taylor
need to come to terms with the
fact that they are in the wrong
and take responsibility for that.
Do I want to demonize drinkers at Taylor? Not at all. But I do
believe they ultimately need to be
mature and proactive rather than
hiding behind a wall of blame.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
More drinking responses
The “Under the Influence” article featured in last week’s Echo
was excellent, and as a graduating
senior, I would like to weigh in on
the issue before I leave campus.
I believe that Taylor must seriously reconsider the prohibitionist stance in the Life Together
Covenant because it is a significant contributor to the dangerous drinking subculture that has
formed.
David J. Hanson, professor
emeritus of sociology at The State
University of New York at Potsdam, is a prominent researcher
on the topic of alcohol and culture, including the areas of law,
health and group interactions.
He has found at colleges of all
sizes, both public and private, that
stricter rules and bans on alcohol
are simply ineffective. However,
what he calls “social norms marketing” has been highly effective
in reducing high-risk drinking
and the negative consequences
that often follow such behavior.
Social norms marketing is accomplished by “advertising” how
much (or in most cases, how little) members of a campus really
drink.
In interviews with students at
schools where the drinking problems were prevalent, nearly every

Creation science:
contradictory terms?
I ask my geology students at
the end of a creation / evolution
discussion whether or not this
issue is important to them.
I understand both the yes and
no replies and have even encouraged the latter (no) because
it distracts us from something
more important – how we treat
the earth. However, light has
disclosed a new connection, and
I would argue, indeed, that how
we view this topic is extremely
important.
Creation science is an attack
on science. I know most of the
claims (I’m a former proponent)
that creationism has facts to
support it and that it is a science
too. But this is just not the case.
We are confused about what
science is. Science is asking
questions, and through repeatable, methodical measurements
those questions are answered
only to open up new questions.
Science is not proving anything,
let alone an age to the earth.
Science is, however, an amassing of a great collection of these
answered questions, which is
used to point towards an explanation of why things are the
way they are. Something being

Opinions

student claimed to drink less than
50 percent of what they assumed
the rest of the students drank.
Let me preface the rest of my
argument with this: I do not wish
to be overly critical of the LTC,
nor do I encourage or condone
disobedience.
On our campus, there seems to
be a clear disconnect between the
provisions of the LTC and what
the community really believes.
Not only do many students
come from families where alcohol
is not taboo, but society is more
accepting of it than in the past,
there are faculty and staff members who only abstain because
of their commitment to the LTC,
and the Bible is clear that only
drunkenness is a sin.
All these sources of guidance
are add odds with the LTC and as
a result, a subculture has emerged
that I believe is far more dangerous than the activity of consuming a beverage.
If drinking were not taboo in
the Taylor community, people
would have much less reason
to hide it. This openness would
make it much easier to confront
people who showed signs of alcohol abuse, and positive leadership
that asserts responsible enjoyment would be more beneficial
for younger students.
At some point, we all have to

leave the bubble. I question the
wisdom in sheltering students
from alcohol for four years before releasing them into the wild
where anything goes.
- Senior Nate Smith

backed by science means it’s being built from a large set of reputable studies.
You can still believe God created the earth in 6,000 years if
you would like, but you need to
be extremely careful how you
then view science. If not, you
could fall prey to (1) saying that
science is incompatible with
faith and discredit it all together,
or (2) you could pick and choose
what science you agree and disagree with.
This is, in part, why many people (especially Christians) view
concerns for climate change
(global warming) skeptically. A
shaky foundation of what science is exists for them, and they
fail to understand that when
science is saying our earth is going to be negatively impacted
by increasing greenhouse gas
emissions, it is proposing what
many studies and experiments
are repeatedly saying.
At some point most students
will admit they really don’t know
where they stand on the issue of
creation / evolution – calling it
part of “the mystery of God.”
“I am all right not knowing
exactly how God did things because, well, he is God, and who
can know the mind of God?”
becomes the most common

answer.
I bring up my wife, or, I assume, any woman. Part of their
nature is a desire to be mysterious. But they don’t want to just
be mysterious; they want to be
found out.
Yes, God is mysterious, but
he wants his mysteriousness
to draw us in. He wants to be
found out. God desires for his
ways to be unveiled, for he
knows that when he’s revealed,
the only true response can be
one of wonder and amazement.
He has not failed to give us the
ability to unveil his mysteries;
he has given us science.
Can I be so bold in both religious and scientific fronts to say
that science is worship to God?
The more science uncovers, the
more of his works we have conceptualized to give God praise!
- Graduate student Derek
Shiels

Before last week, the majority
of the Taylor student body had
some sort of knowledge about the
drinking subculture. The front
page of The Echo gave the issue
some celebrity status.
So let’s talk about it. Drinking
is a problem, yes. There are other
problems that are just as big of a
deal. What about gossip? What
about cheating? What about anger? Everyone on campus falls
into one of those categories. We
all have our problems. The drinkers just happen to be in the spotlight right now.
It is not an easy solution by any
means to figure out where to go
from here. As a typical naïve girl
raised in a Christian home, the
world of alcohol is foreign to me.
Some of my close friends back
home are in the party scene, but
I never felt like I had enough
authority about drinking to tell
them to stop.
So from the perspective of a
non-drinker who failed to have
the guts to confront close friends,
I apologize on behalf of anyone in
the same boat. We got two strikes

Worship vs. emotionalism
When I visited Taylor as a
high schooler, one of my biggest
attractions to Taylor was the
chapel worship.
The worship was genuine and
satisfying to my soul. The most
amazing part of this experience was that we sang about
three to four songs – the entire

as far as friendship goes.
It is important for everyone to
realize that we are in this together
(la-di-da, here I go with the “Taylor-is-a-community” card) and
that our problems are spread out
across the student body.
We affect each other. We have
the choice to pull each other
down and distance ourselves into
subcultures, each with their own
problems. Or we can reach out to
pull someone up if we have sturdier footing.
Make deep enough friendships
that are mutually beneficial. You
help them when they struggle,
and they help you when the
struggle comes your way. Have
enough nerve to confront them
… everything from telling them
when their fly is down to asking
them if the drinking is becoming
an issue. Be a friend.
- Freshman Rachel Kiely

What do you think
about drinking
at Taylor?

Share your
thoughts at a
TSO forum:
Alcohol at Taylor

9:15 p.m., Wed., May
7, in the Recital Hall
song. Nowadays, we cannot
even manage to get through one
whole song.
Please, do not misunderstand
me. I believe that Jesus is savior, redeemer and indescribable, but at the same time that is
all our worship time is: repeating the same bridge or chorus
over and over like a mantra.
We serve a mighty God who
sends his spirit. Just because
we move to a different song that
does not mean that the Holy
Spirit will leave. I am scared that
sometimes when we are being
led through the same chorus or
bridge for the 20th time, we are
letting our worship time become
a time of emotion.
Our time of worship in chapel
is moving to a time of emotionalism, and it is ceasing to be a
time of true worship of God.
If you heard this same style of
music on the radio, would you
not change the station?
I am not saying that God
stopped listening to us. I merely
say that to say this: We should
truly examine our hearts before
worship. If that means replacing
the worship time with prayer,
then so be it.
God looks at the heart, and
that is what he will judge.
- Sophomore Daniel Vinson
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Social justice
does not equal
cardboard

By Steve Etheridge
Columnist
Much like the recently exposed drinking subculture, Taylor’s hobo community is a hot
subject of discussion. Instead
of drowning in a sea of alcohol,
they are rolling in a meadow of
cardboard and staples.
They are experiencing homelessness in the same way Lauren
Conrad and chums experience
reality, and they are challenging the widespread assumption
that living in houses is less comfortable than living in boxes.
Conveniently, the corrugated
shanty town sprouted alongside the sun-fed May flowers,
thus avoiding winter’s death
breath – something real hobos
fear more than a second Hoover
presidency.
If you couldn’t read the really
small text between the normal
text, understand that I think the
hobo colony is ridiculous. Just
like last year, it has attracted
controversy.
Yet whether you believe it to
be a noble act of awareness or
raw, imaginative cruelty, we can
all agree on one thing: I have no
idea what social justice means.
From an observational standpoint, I’d say it is feeling good
about smelling bad.
If I were writing a research
paper, I’d say it is a nice foundation for socialism.
Yet deep down, I sense it all
comes down to closing the gaps
of disparity, moving toward

that hallowed, shining promise
of Equality.
If the ’60s say anything to me,
it’d be that doing drugs and listening to rebellious music with
an attitude of protest doesn’t
equal being proactive. I think
the same thing applies to sitting
in a field. And I sort of get the
impression that far too much
effort is being put forth to make
us, the lucky ones, aware of
others’ plight, when the effort
should be pushed out and away
from us, toward those who have
fallen on hard times.
Listen, I know we’re under
enormous pressure to give and
give, and sometimes we get
duped into believing things are
more hopeless than they are.
But one way to cancel out some
of those feelings is just to be
kind and perceptive of opportunities to help people out.
It is important to appreciate
those who do the dirty work,
whether that means respecting
the guy at the drive-through or
starting a friendship with the
housekeeper on your floor.
Being homeless is neither
comfortable nor glamorous, and
everyone already knows that. So
let’s drop this notion that social
justice is a week-long campaign
and make it an issue of human
beings helping human beings,
no one person better than the
other.
To all you hobos out there:
I know your intentions were
good, and you probably did a
lot more for the cause of social
justice this week than I did.
Still, this is how I feel, and
coming from a guy who goes to
Taylathon and hopes from the
bottom of his little Grinch heart
to see limbs break, I hope that
says something.
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Baseball
defeated
in
semis
Season concludes with loss to Huntington in MCC tournament
By Jake Bragg
Staff Writer and
Trevor Kight
Contributor
After crushing St. Francis 2610 in the third round of the MidCentral Conference tournament
on Thursday, Taylor’s baseball
team could not continue its hot
offense as its season ended with
a 9-2 loss to Huntingtonlater
that day in the semifinal round.
The team opened its quest
for the Mid-Central Conference
championship on Wednesday,
beating Bethel 6-5.
The Pilots had a chance to
score the tying run in the bottom of the ninth on a wild pitch
by sophomore Caleb Stertzer,
but junior catcher Paul Passiales
retrieved the ball and threw the
ball back to the Stertzer, who
tagged out the runner at home.
Stertzer (2-2), who relieved
freshman Zach Vander Laan in
the sixth inning, got the win for
the Trojans after pitching the fi-

nal four and two-thirds inof the fourth inning, the Tronings and giving up just
jans had already jumped out
one run.
to a 15-6 lead. Scoring in every
The win set up a
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day evening with
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offense exploded. By the end

senior Drew Severns closed the
game by pitching the ninth inning.
Offensively, sophomore Michael Kraynak batted 5-for-5,
hitting two doubles and two
home runs and racking up
seven RBIs. In addition, senior
Blake Rollins homered twice
on 4-for-6 batting, while senior
Christian Burrell hit a three-run
home run. Junior Braden Dissinger and sophomore Nathan
Hillery each homered as well.
“It was nice to see the team
play loose and score some
runs,” said Passiales, who hit
two doubles and a triple on 4for-5 hitting.
Unfortunately, the offensive
momentum didn’t carry over
into the team’s second game of
the night as the Trojans were
unable to get their bats going.
They fell 9-2 to conclude their

season, finishing in third place
in the conference.
The loss marked the last time
that Burrell, Rollins and Severns would take the field in a Trojan uniform.
The Foresters scored eight of
their nine runs on two-out hitting, including a bases-clearing
double and a three-run homer.
Offensively, Rollins drove in a
run on a sacrifice fly in the second inning. The Trojans’ second run came on an error in the
fourth inning.
Reflecting on the season,
Dissinger said the overall experience was a positive one.
“I’ve definitely valued being
able to play with this group of
guys this season, especially the
seniors,” Dissinger said. “We’re
a close team, and it’s great to be
able to have success with guys
you respect.”

Softball falls in MCC tourney

Tennis ends
spring season

By Stephen Groves
Staff Writer

By Tim Chew
Staff Writer

The Taylor softball team ended its season Wednesday with
two losses in the Mid-Central
Conference Tournament at Indiana Wesleyan.
Taylor was seeded sixth in the
eight-team, double-elimination
tournament. In the first game,
the Lady Trojans faced Spring
Arbor, to whom they had lost
twice in the regular season.
Taylor came out strongly,
playing the Cougars evenly, but
when Spring Arbor’s bats exploded, the Lady Trojans could
not keep up.
“We were playing well in the
first few innings of the Spring
Arbor game, and then one inning they began to smash the
ball,” junior Julianne Beadner
said. “I could tell that the morale in the dugout was quickly
going down after that inning.”
The defense for the Lady Trojans showed many holes as the
runs started to pour in, and they
were soundly defeated 12-2.
In the next game of the double-elimination
tournament,
Taylor faced St. Francis. It was
win or go home for the team.
The game remained in a deadlock for several innings until
Erica Yoder hit a home run to
give Taylor the lead. But St.
Francis battled back and scored
four runs.
The Lady Trojans dropped the
game 4-3, ending the season.
“I was pleased with the game
– we went out and stayed focused,” senior Brittany Beckham said. “As a senior, it was
heartbreaking to lose the last
game, but it was also not too
bad because I got to see the

A nail-biter match this past
Friday brought the men’s tennis season to an end, just short
of a trip to the NAIA National
Tournament.
The Trojans fell 5-4 to No. 21
Aquinas College in the NAIA
Region VIII championship
match.
The team found itself down 21 in the doubles portion of the
match with the sole victory coming from senior Jorge Burmicky
and sophomore Dave Smith, 85. Then, after dropping the No.
5 and No. 6 matches, the men
got off to a rough start in the
singles competition.
Smith responded by mounting a 6-4, 7-5 victory, giving the
team some momentum. In the
No. 3 singles match senior Greg
Branda also answered by coming back from a 2-6 set to win
6-1 and 6-4.
With the Trojans trailing 4-3,
it came down to freshman Fe-
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Junior Lindsey Arnold crosses the plate after hitting a home
run in Wednesday’s game against Spring Arbor.

team play together.”
The season was marked by
ups and downs for the Lady
Trojans. They started the season playing well against several
difficult opponents.
“The beginning of the season
started off great in Arizona, and
I was very excited to be on a
hardcore winning team,” Beadner said.
But the last half of the season
was a different story as the Lady
Trojans hit a slump, losing 11 of
their final 12 games.
“When we came back from
spring break, we weren’t the
same team,” Beckham said.
“We just weren’t consistent.”

Despite the results of the season, the players agreed the season served as a lesson.
“Our whole team learned a lot
this season,” Beadner said. “We
all learned that we have to take
what we want and it isn’t going
to be handed to us.”
Beckham believes the prospects are good for next year’s
team.
“This was the best team I’ve
played for since I’ve been here;
we just weren’t consistent,”
she said. “Now that everyone
has a season under their belt,
they could be unstoppable next
year.”

By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
Led by three all-conference
performers, the Trojan men’s
track and field team placed third
at the Mid-Central Conference
Championship meet hosted by
Goshen on Saturday.
Junior Ian Brown took first
place in the 100-meter dash,
completing the race in 11.07
seconds. Brown also claimed
victory in the 200-meter dash
with a time of 22.28 seconds.
His performances earned him
all-conference honors.

Full name: John Paul James Robles
Hidden talent:
Class: Junior
Age: 21
Major: Business Management
Sport: Track and Field
Birthplace: Fort Wayne, Ind.
Birthday: October 26, 1986
Height: 6’ 0”
Residence: 3rd center Wengatz
Favorite sports team: Boston Red Sox
Pet peeve: Slow drivers in the fast lane
Favorite candy / snack: In season, Quaker granolas; out of season, Skittles
Greatest sports accomplishment: Running a personal best 57.00 seconds in
the 400-meter hurdles at conference this year to place fourth and, minutes later,
tossing the javelin almost 170 feet to earn third place, another personal best.
Near-death experience: Letting Chaa Stuart throw the javelin.
Most embarrassing moment: Falling in the 400-meter hurdle finals at the
conference meet my freshman year at Taylor.
Favorite movie: Anything Adam Sandler
Hidden talent: I recently learned how to solve a Rubik’s cube.
Favorite quote: “To give anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift.”
– Steve Prefontaine
Favorite food: About anything Italian or Mexican

“I recently learned
how to solve a
Rubik’s Cube.”

Sports

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Baseball

( 27-19, 17-9)
MCC Tournament
W, 6-5 Bethel
L, 6-4 Huntington
W, 26-10 St. Francis
L, 9-2 Huntington
Season concluded

Softball

(14-20, 6-10)
L, 6-4; W: 5-2 St. MOTW
MCC Tournament
L, 12-2 Spring Arbor
L, 4-3 St. Francis
Season concluded

Tennis

(Men, 17-6, 7-0)
NAIA Regionals
W, 8-1 Marian
L, 4-5 Aquinas
Season concluded

Track and Field

MCC Championships
Men: 3rd of 9
Women: 8th of 9
Upcoming meets:
11:20 a.m. Fri. at NCCAA
Championship (IWU)
* denotes MCC match

lipe Bedon and Burmicky in the
No. 1 and No. 2 singles matches
to carry the Trojans to the Nationals. Bedon lost his first set
3-6 and won his second 7-6,
while Burmicky won his first
set 6-7 and dropped the second
7-5.
Bedon was leading the third
and final set 2-1 when the game
was brought to an end due to
Burmicky’s 6-4 defeat. That loss
decided the match for Aquinas,
giving the Saints a 5-4 overall
win and a trip to the NAIA National Tennis Tournament.
Despite the tough loss, Burmicky was proud of his team’s
efforts.
“Nobody gave up, we played
our hardest,” he said. “From
what I got to see of every match,
it was really tough, but I know
coach is really proud of the way
we played.”
Friday’s matches came after
the Trojans’ easy victory over
Marian on Thursday in the
semifinal round of the Regional
Championships. The team won

overall with a score of 17-5.
Looking back on the season,
the common denominator and
one of the keys to the successful
season was excellent teamwork,
team members said.
“It was great this season – everybody got along really well
and bonded,” said Bedon.
The chance to travel to Orlando and play Drexel, an NCAA
Div. I team, and give them good
competition was a highlight of
the season, Bedon said.
“Beating IWU is also always a
highlight,” he added.
This season marks the end of
Trojan tennis for four seniorsAndrew Miller, Burmicky, Kyle
Brown, and Branda, leaving
some big shoes to fill.
“There are some seniors with
leadership and experience that
are leaving,” Burmicky said.
“It’s going to be hard to move
on from such a successful season, but the younger players are
mature, have played matches,
and are capable of another good
season.”

Another all-conference performer was freshman Scott Gill,
who set an MCC record in the
long jump, leaping 23 feet 6.75
inches to claim the win. Gill also
took second in the high jump.
Sophomore Dave Voss was the
third Trojan to gain all-conference honors, winning the 400meter hurdles with an NAIA
provisional qualifying time of
55.09 seconds.
Freshman Bryan Allingham
joined the all-conference trio to
place second in the 4x100-meter relay, and Brown, Voss and
Allingham took another runner-up spot with junior Andy
Marston in the 4x400-meter
relay. Allingham also placed
third in the 400-meter run.
The Lady Trojans also had
an all-conference performer
as sophomore Alyssa Johnson
won the 1500-meter run. De-

spite its eighth-place finish,
the team was only eight points
away from sixth place.
Voss added onto his success by
placing third in the 110-meter
hurdles, finishing behind freshman Cory Anderson and just in
front of sophomore Jason Crist
for a 2-3-4 Taylor finish.
The team’s depth was further demonstrated as freshman
Isaac Bryan finished third in the
1500-meter run with a personal
record and senior Lamont Laing took third in the 100-meter
dash.
In the field, junior Mark Beckford took second in the high
jump, while junior J.P. Robles
finished third in the javelin.
The men’s and women’s teams
will be competing at 11:20 a.m.
today at IWU for the NCCAA
championships. The meet continues on Saturday.

Men’s track 3rd at conference

Head-to-head with J.P. Robles
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Freshman Scott Gill soars during Friday’s triple jump event at
the MCC Championship meet.

